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OUR WORK. 

House of Education.— We are enjoying our work greatly in our ideal 
lecture room. How we wish our readers could see the students at their 
desks (Dr. Roth’s). The pretty practising-school, apart from the main 
building, completes the picture. We expect to take much joy in the 
grounds as the year goes on. The new students are bright and capable, 
and keenly interested in their work. The Principal had the pleasure of 
seeing several students, who are doing good and happy work, during her 
recent visit to London. The “ note ” of a House of Education student’s 
work is — attention, effort, bright response, on the part of the children ; 
but extremely little display of what is called teaching-power on that of the 
teacher. We go on the principle that all they have to do and to learn is 
naturally of infinite interest to the children. So we do not attempt to 
“ make lessons interesting and easy,” we simply avoid making them dull. 
While we were in London two little girls were offered a holiday because it 
was their governess’s birthday, but they were so sorely disappointed that 
the idea of a holiday was given up. We expect children to work, and 
they do so, but we are extremely careful always to give them the initiative, 
whether in lessons or play. 

Parents Review School . — We have succeeded in establishing our 
point, i.e ., that children can take keen interest and delight in their work 


OUR WORK. 


without any kind of prize, puff, or place-taking. 

offer no scholarships, we publish no honours list, and probably no children 
work more heartily and happily than those in the Parents' rZZ 
School As no artificial stimuli are applied, the children work without the 
feverish excitement and desire to excel, which is the real cause of break- 
down. The papers sent in for the Christmas examination evidence very 
thorough work. Some are quite excellent, and almost all fairly good 
1 he “ Gou.n Series appointed in the programmes we fear can be taken 
only by ex-students of the House of Education, or others who have 
studied the method ; alternative work is given. We notice elsewhere a 
work which should be of use in teaching Brushwork to those teachers to 
whom the method is new. Much of that sent in is thoroughly artistic and 
good Some half-dozen families take the palm for the beautiful neatness 
and orderliness of their papers. We have still to complain that Grammar 
and Arithmetic are rather weak. When this has been reported more than 
twice under the same teacher, the parents absolutely ought to get help, in 
these subjects, from some teacher of a neighbouring elementary school. 

Mothers' Educational Course . — We do not advise mothers to part with 
the books they have made their own by thorough study, but if any lady 
should wish to do so, we will insert a “ note to the Editor” containing a 
list. We hope that Parents and Children and other Editorial Articles 
will be published in book-form in the course of the year. This will be a 
relief to “ Mother students ” who cannot get back numbers of the Parents' 
Review . 

Natural History Club . — The modern awakening to the necessity for 

nature lore ” to take a prominent part in every child’s education has led 
to the cry of how to secure it. What are the means to this all desired 
end ? How are town children to learn to know and love nature ? To meet 
this demand the executive committee of the P.N.E.U. have started a 
Natural History Club, and have appointed a sub-committee to look after 
its management. This committee have arranged w’ith Mr. Rowbotham, a 
true nature and child lover, to give tw T o courses of lessons on Botany and 
Geology, one for children and beginners and one for more advanced 
students. Any one who has seen these letters, with their beautiful 
illustrations, will recognise that not only is Mr. Rowbotham a naturalist 
and a child lover, but he is also a true teacher of children. Still he does 
not intend that these letters should be placed in the hands of the chi ren 
but should be reproduced by the living teacher. Any good teacher will at 
once feel helped and inspired by these letters. In addition to this the clu 
holds annual exhibitions of collections made by children and their trien s 
(of which notices have already appeared). In addition to tiis tie y 
Park and Bayswater branch has arranged with Mr. Rowbotham to give 
course of ten talks on nature (botany, geology and physica 
May, June and July. He will meet parties of children on Wednes y , 
and possibly Saturday afternoons, at places not more than one 10 
from London, and will thus interestLondon children in natare eise ’ 
giving them the opportunity of a whiff of country air. P al 
be obtained from Miss Paterson, 28, Victoria Street, S. 
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— — /' j h Work for the month. 

House of Education Natural History 
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twigs carefully drawn so as to show the marked difference in tlower ana 
leaf buds plan custody the same as lor the Oak. Brushwork for the 

Much good and careful work is being done by the Ambleside members 
of the club amongst the trees. Some excellent drawings o twigs lave 
been made and exhibited by them. 

It is with much pleasure that we inform our outside members that we 
begin this term to make accurate observations for the Phenological branch 
of the Royal Meteorological Society. We have been working on the same 
lines for the past tw r o years, and now hope that we may be able to give 
some useful help to science through our work in Ambleside during the 
coming seasons. If our members will read Archdeacon Wynne’s article 
in the January number of Parents' Review , they will see how much careful 
field-work is valued by our men of science, and perhaps they may see how 
they also could take up some of the work themselves. The careful out-look 
kept by our students on the doings of animate and inanimate nature within 
our reach in Ambleside during the past two years, will make it much easier 
to follow the simple directions issued by the society for the use of observers. 
W e are now fairly well acquainted with times of flowering, etc., of most of 
our local flora. I he coming and going of birds and insects have also been 
carefully noted, and it only remains for us to continue our observations as 
\\e have already been doing for some time past. We shall feel well repaid 
foi all our work if we can in any way be of use to the cause of science. 
Work amongst trees and shrubs is of special value, and as the time of 
their flowering is now at hand, we shall find our tree studies to be of 

7* fford ' n f ,P lenty of work out of doors and giving much 
useful matter to be noted in our books. 6 6 
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P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Chairman of Committee: Dr A T u Tr . 
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( 1 y * h M ki "p neSS ° f MfS ' MU " ay) a ‘ 5 °. Albemarle’ Street”onTanuI™ “ 
when Mr. Rooper, H.M.I., gave a lecture entitled, “ Bad Bringing Up - 
A good number were present, and much appreciated Mr. Rooper’s earnest 
and thoughtful address as well as the speech made afterwards by Mr 
Murray, who kindly took the chair at the meeting. On February 22nd it 
five, Dr. hrancis Warner will lecture on “A Study of Children at 
2, Carlos I lace, Grosvenor Square (by the kindness of Mrs. Dental the 
Rev. Canon Purse in the chair. A course of lectures to children on 
“Brush Drawing ” is being given by Mr. E. Cooke, at 14, Lennox 
Gardens (by the kindness of Mrs. Paget). 


Hyde Park and Bayswater Branch.— Hon. Sec. : Mrs. E. L. 
Franklin, 9, Pembridge Gardens, W. On January 30th, Miss Mason 
gave a most delightful and inspiring address at 116, Westbourne Terrace 
(by kind permission of Mrs. Vernon Smith). There was an audience of 
about sixty, who listened with the deepest interest to Miss Mason’s words. 
She spoke first of the work of the P.N E.U. and its many agencies. Then 
she took our Society’s definition of education — “Education is an 
atmosphere, a discipline, a life,” and dwelt at some length on the meaning 
of these words. Dr. Schofield was in the chair, and announced a 
membership of 70 in this branch. This number was augmented after 
the meeting, and one only wished that Miss Mason might be heard 
oftener in London, and that the whole world might understand what our 
work really is. Miss Helen Webb was announced to lecture on February 
20th. On March 7th Mr. Howard Swan will give a lecture on the 
“ Gouin System of Language Teaching,” at 9, Lancaster Gate (by kind 
permission of Mrs. Stanley). The chair will be taken at five o’clock by 
Mr Algernon C. P. Coote, M.A. This will be followed by a course of six 
lectures on “ The Gouin System.” Mrs. Franklin is at home on Thursday 
mornings, when she will be glad to give all particulars as to the work of 
the branch. 


Hampstead and St. [ohn’s Wood Branch.— Hon. Sec. : Mrs. 
C. Herbert-Smith, The Retreat, North End, Hampstead. On January 
30th, a meeting was held at The Preparatory School for University 
College School, Holly Hill, by the kindness of Mr. Simmons, the Head 
Master, who also took the chair. Miss E. Aitken read a paper on I he 
Criticism which Teachers Desire.” A good discussion followed. A 
meeting was announced for February 20th, when Mrs. Marks read a 
paper on “ Female Education Two Hundred Years Ago.’ I he March 
meeting will be held on the 20th, when Miss Agnes Mason has promised 
to speak on “ How to give Religious Instruction.” 


